136. KRUGERSDORP AND BRITISH INDIANS

Krugcrsdorp Town Council has approved of the recommendation of
the General Purposes Committee that no Coloured person should be allowed
to be out of doors between the hours of 9 and 4 o'clock during night time,
and that no such person should be allowed to walk, be on, or remain on
any pavement or foot-path. In using the phrase c'Coloured person", the
Municipality of Krugersdorp could only mean British Indians, for, besides
the Natives, the only Coloured people in Krugersdorp are probably a
handful of British Indians, We suppose that the recommendation is one
of the results of the outbreak of plague in the Transvaal From the report
of the proceedings of the Municipality, which we reproduce elsewhere,
it appears that that body holds that the outbreak of plague was due to
the neglect of the Johannesburg Town Council, and yet the councillors
would punish not the guilty party, which, of course, is too powerful for
them, but they would punish the innocent, who are quite powerless. We
would anxiously watch how His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor
views the recommendation, and, in the meanwhile, may we hope that
such a manifestly unjust regulation would not meet with His Excellency's
sanction?
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* THE PRETORIA TOWN COUNCIL AND BRITISH INDIANS

The Town Council of Pretoria wants the entire control of Native
Locations. The proposal seems, on the face of it, to be quite innocent, and
we do not know that, under the Town Council, the Indians will be much
worse olf. At the same time, at present there is central authority and,
even in the harshness, there is possibility of uniformity of procedure* But
the proposal of the Pretoria Town Council will, if carried out, not only
leave the Indians entirely to its tender mercy, but would subject them
to all the regulations to which the Natives are exposed, While it may
be that the regulations that have been framed regarding the control of
the Native Locations are necessary in that the Natives are all, or almost
all, of the labouring class, they would be dangerously irksome for the
British Indians. The following is the reply sent by the Colonial Secretary
to the proposal:
I have the honour to inform you that, as both the locations are situate within
the jurisdiction of the Town Council, the Council has the same control over
them as it has over every other portion of the Municipal area. The Govern-
ment exercises no extraordinary control except that, in so far as the Asiatic
Location ia concerned, it is the landlord vtfho apportions the stands between
the various applicants. These leases are, as I believe you are aware, granted